Forbes resolves one dilemma, namely, which audience to write for, by plumping for doctors rather than historians. Thus he organizes the great bulk of the case Helm, 1986, 8vo, pp. vi, 237, £22.50 . In 1855, with Florence Nightingale the nation's popular heroine, a fund was opened for the public to show their appreciation in a practical way. Monica Baly relates how money flowed in from every quarter, though not without a little persuasion on the part of the organisers. Nearly £45,000 was collected-perhaps the equivalent of £1,000,000 today. Miss Nightingale's friends knew that she would not accept any personal gift but thought that the opportunity to found an institution for the training of nurses would meet with her approval. Not everyone considered this a worthwhile project; Lady Palmerston thought the Nightingale Fund "great humbug" and described the nurses as "very good, now" even though they did "drink a little".
